Special Topics in Research Elective Course and Credits Information

(Variable credits 1-5*) 
VMR 5011, VMR 5022, VMR 5033, VMR 5044 and VMR 5055

Various opportunities exist for students to participate in and gain research experience.  These experiences can range from involvement in an approved intramural and/or extramural research project on campus, working with RUSVM faculty, to working several weeks or months at another institution, program or field investigation.  Students can take advantage of these opportunities while earning 1 to 5 academic credits, by applying for Special Topics in Research Elective Credits.

Special Topics in Research Elective Credits is not a degree requirement but is optional. The student is graded on an Unsatisfactory/Satisfactory grading system.  The student is required to have a minimum GPA of 3.0.
Special topics are selected based on their research credibility and planned outputs.  The level of involvement varies with the project, length of commitment and the student’s desires.  This would impact on the number of credits assigned in advance for the special topic.  
Special Topics in Research Elective Credit Process:

1. Submit Special Topics in Research Elective Credit Application in both electronic and hard copy format to Dr RC Krecek.

2. RUSVM Research Committee considers the merit of the topic and application, and will sign off on the application once accepted.  The PI will be notified.
3. Upon completion of the credit period, an Evaluation Form, along with the original Application will be submitted on Monday of week 13, which recounts the student’s involvement in stages of the planning, execution, data collection, analysis and writing up of the project. The RUSVM Research Committee and the Associate Dean for Research will assess if the work qualifies for credit, based on the expectations listed in the original Application.  
Examples of previous projects which qualified as Special Topics are:
· Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (USA).  Epidemiological challenges in zoonotic diseases (3 weeks).
· Sea Life, Hawaii (USA).  Veterinary research problems in aquatic veterinary medicine (1 semester).
· St Kitts Biomedical Research Foundation.  Morphometrics and parasitological studies on wild caught African green monkeys on St Kitts (1 semester).
· Merck Merial Scholarship Program (USA).  Interval from treatment to ovulation in mares receiving prostaglandin f2α during early or mid-diestrus (1 semester).
· Caribbean Primate Research Center (Puerto Rico).  Behavioral studies and Helicobacter spp in captive macaque monkeys (1 semester).
            CRN     Subject                Code              Course Name                                                    *Credit
	10200
	VMR
	5011
	Special Topics in Research
	1

	10201
	VMR
	5022
	Special Topics in Research
	2

	10202
	VMR
	5033
	Special Topics in Research
	3

	10203
	VMR
	5044
	Special Topics in Research
	4

	10204
	VMR
	5055
	Special Topics in Research
	5
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